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Synopsis

DEMOCRACY FOR THE FEW is a provocative interpretation of American Government. It shows
how democracy is repeatedly violated by corporate oligopolies, and how popular forces have fought
back and occasionally made gains in spite of the system. By focusing on the relationship between
economic power and political power, discussing actual government practices and policies,
conspiracies, propaganda, fraud, secrecy and other ploys of government and politics, this book

stands apart in its analysis of how US Government works.
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Customer Reviews

Democracy For The Few is an outstanding scholarly review of capitalism as not just an economic
model but as an entire social system. It brilliantly treats the contradiction between democratic and
elitist values, relentlessly exposing the realities of class power and powerlessness. The author
doesn’t simply make assertions; he carefully considers the arguments underpinning capitalist
legitimacy and finds them sorely wanting on rational grounds. He covers all the major themes of
capitalism vs. democracy: the grotesquely lopsided distribution of wealth; corporate propaganda
masquerading as objective journalism; self-serving mythology about the U.S. Founding Fathers; the
subjugation of labor; the amelioration of capitalist exploitation with social democratic advances (the
New Deal); the socialization of risk and the privatization of profit; military intervention abroad and the
maintenance of a global system of power; ecological catastrophe and the attack on social programs;

institutionalized injustice masquerading as law; political repression and incipient police state tactics;



the international dimension of class struggle; elections as public relations extravaganzas; the buying
of the Congress; the president as Commander in Chief of world empire; the partisan courts, and
suggestions about how to transcend this system with real democracy.Well researched, elegantly

written, soundly argued. Buy it, use it, tell others about it.

This book is so profound and well written that | have a hard time leaving anything out of my review,
the entire chapter 19 Democracy for the Few starting on page 268 is a good place to begin at the
section titled "What is To Be Done" starting on the bottom of page 277 is vital must read material,
another must read section is chapter 13 "Mass Media: For the Many, by the Few" starting on page
163, the section titled "The Ideological Monopoly" beginning on the top of page 167 is especially
delicious. If you only buy one book a year this is the book you should buy and carefully read every

last word in it.

Definitely not what you learn in high school or most college classes. This book gives a truer
perspective of American Government and practices. Highly recommended read even if you disagree

with what you find.

This book explains how the American political system was designed by its founders not to establish
government by the people but to limit and curtail democracy, which they viewed as simply mob rule;
and how American history is a history of class struggle between the populace and a hostile ruling
elite from whom further democratic gains had constantly to be wrested. It is written simply and

clearly and its relevance has only increased since it was first written.

| loved reading this book, because it gave me a very different perspective on our political system.
While it is important to take any information with a grain of salt, no discussion should be one-sided.
This book paints a very different picture of our political system, and it is clear. | think anyone
interested in our political system should read this book. We elect officials to make decisions that
affect us today and will affect our coming generations. Therefore, it is our obligation to be involved in

the process and up-to-date with what has been going on.#feelthebern

Eye opening! This book changed my perception of the American political system and awakened me
to just how far away from democracy our country has become. It is time to make a change and the

only way this can happen is if ordinary citizens get involved and let their voice be heard. If we do not



take action | fear that generations to come will not enjoy the benefits of democracy in its true form.

This is THE ultimate textbook on American Government and current events from a powerfully
progressive leftist. The analysis is so clear, it all makes sense and falls into place how things in
American make sense (not that they are good things, but that they do make sense) and how they

work to the advantage of the few at the expense of the many.

| know that this is after all a democracy nation, but after reading this book, you might agree with the
term Democracy for the few.In the beginning | had no clue why my Political Science Professor
wanted us to read this book, but afterwards | can see why now. Michael Parenti is quite hard to
understand at first, but if you read on you'll see there are certain patterns that will lead on to why

Democracy is after all for the few.
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